
 

 Successful Circles 
 
 

Responsibility Relationship Resilience 
Sit and remain in circle until 

circle is complete 
Participate in circle 

discussion 
Speak only when holding 

talking piece 
Stay on circle topic 
Remain in assigned area  
Follow the direction of the 

circle leader 
 

Speak respectfully  
Allow others to participate 

successfully 
Ask for and receive 

permission before doing 
anything other than as 
assigned 

“What happens in the circle 
stays in the circle” 

Consider the impact of your 
responses on others 

Respectfully decline talking 
piece when you have 
nothing to say 

Take ownership of the 
behaviors that prompted 
circle participation 

Accept support 
Ask for recovery time if you 

need it 
Avoid blaming others 
 

 


